
College Readiness Seminar
Organized by Nruputhunga Kannada Koota, Atlanta, GA



Agenda

● College Readiness Presentation
○ Vishrutha Arun and Priti Dutta

■ Seniors at Chattahoochee High School

● Special Guest Speakers:
○ Professor K.M. Venkat Narayan 

■ Professor of Medicine & Epidemiology at Emory University
○ Dr. Gajanan S. Bhat, PhD 

■ Head Department of Textiles Merchandising & Interiors
○ Dr. Kannan Narayana, MBBS, MD 

■ Assistant Professor in Neuro-ophthalmology at Emory University
○ Sumana Moudgal 

■ Magnet Counselor at Wheeler High School



Preparing for College
● Take a rigorous high school curriculum (more honors + AP + DE)

○ Try to challenge yourself, but make sure you can still get good grades
○ Talk to a teacher in the respective subject if you are uncertain about taking a class

● Develop good study habits and time management skills
● Get involved in extracurricular activities and volunteering
● Research which colleges are good for your intended major

○ Attend college fairs
○ Visit campuses



Activities

● Volunteering
● Work experience
● Internships
● Academic teams/clubs
● Arts
● Sport 
● Competitions

*Make a resume*



               AP         vs. Dual Enrollment
● No guaranteed credit upon completion of 

course
● Credit is accepted by colleges in any state 

as long as certain score in achieved
● Normally more rigorous
● Ask school to register you for the class
● AP exam taken in May to determine credit 

awarded (different for every college)
○ Score range: 1-5
○ Passing score: 3

● Guaranteed college credit (mostly in GA 
colleges) upon successful completion of 
course

● Not all colleges will accept this credit
● Normally easier than AP classes

○ Exception: GT Math
● Must apply to the college before starting 

classes
● Only final exam taken in May (no 

additional exams)
○ Score scale: A - F

More info on AP classes: apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse



vs.
● Scoring: out of 1600

○ English/Reading: out of 800
■ English: 35min (44 Q)
■ Reading: 65min (52 Q)

○ Math: out of 800
■ 55min (38 Q)

○ Writing (optional): out of 8

● Length: 3hr + 50min

*Subject tests*

● Scoring: out of 36
○ English: out of 36

■ 45min (75 Q)
○ Math: out of 36

■ 60min (60 Q)
○ Reading: out of 36

■ 35min (40 Q)
○ Science: out of 36

■ 35min (40 Q)
○ Writing (optional): out of 12

● Length: 2hr 55min + 30min



The Common Application

● Profile
● Family
● Education
● Testing
● Activities
● ESSAYS
● Recommendation letters
● Application fee ($50-$85)

*Interviews*

Apply: apply.commonapp.org



Different Types of Decisions



Need-Based Financial Aid: 
FAFSA + CSS Profile
● Parents’ income
● SSN
● Tax records
● Records of assets (account balances + investments)
● Lists of schools you are applying for

○ FAFSA: order may matter

Apply: fafsa.ed.gov
  cssprofile.collegeboard.org



Merit-Based Financial Aid

● 3.0 GPA
● ~90% tuition

● 3.7 GPA
● 100% tuition
● 1200 SAT or 26 ACT

Apply: gacollege411.org

Hope Zell



Requirements to Apply for Financial Aid

● U.S. citizen or permanent resident  
● High school graduate or GED recipient  
● Eligible degree/certificate program  
● Valid Social Security number  
● Males registered for Selective Service  
● Satisfactory academic progress 



Questions?


